124                                                     LETTER FROM COURT
44.    As we would have the military officers totally dependent on you, so
we shall only express that we think the charge of rupees 500-0-0 a month
exorbitant, as the Company's usual allowance would have been sufficient.
45.    Looking upon the Chittagong province to have peculiar advantages
arising from a great extent of sea coast, from being so detached from the
other Bengal provinces, and having such strong natural barriers, we therefore
recommend it to be a favourite object of your attention, and that you establish
its future prosperity on the most durable foundation.    Mr. Verelst, his state
of the revenues in 1761 tracing them from the assul jiimma, or original rent,
through all its progressions, is very methodical and judicious, and we hope
by his endeavours to discover other sources which should properly fall into
the publick revenue.    Of this kind is the inheritance of the property of persons
dying without heirs beyond a certain degree, which law we understand to
be in force under the country government, but not knowing what limitation
it is subject to, we give this hint for your enquiry.
46.    Although the increase of the revenue of this province is very agree-
able to us, yet much remains to be done before we can be assured that we draw
all the advantages of which it is capable, and therefore direct you to cause
an actual survey to be taken of the whole province, that we may know what
is cultivated, what waste, what pays taxes, what free and how  the whole
is disposed of.   And as nature has marked out such strong barriers, it is not
for our interest to break through them as in the case of the fruitless Meckley
expedition.3   We expect you should give us your sentiments whether it is for
the interest of the Company to continue the zemindars, or to have the rents
collected by our servants as is practised in the Calcutta lands.
47.    Though we forbad the building of a fort, yet in the plan for the
factory buildings, you should have a view both to present defence and to what
may be hereafter done, if we should be inclined to enlarge this plan ; but no
further expence is to be incurred without our express permission.
48.    From the cheapness of provisions, we should judge manufactures may
be carried on to great advantage, therefore our servants in this province should
pay particular attention to the general instruction we have given to turn the
channel of our investment so much as can be into our own provinces, and
as the articles provided for the Company's investment bear a small proportion
to the whole trade, so you must take care to levy such duties as the trade will
afford.   From your  accounts we cannot discover that any duties whatever
have been levied on exports or imports whi'ch we think a very great inattention
to our interest, and direct that you immediately establish such customs as
you think the trade will bear, that you be very full in your information on
this subject that we may come to a thorough knowledge of all the trade
carried on there, and that we may see we have justice done us in collecting
the duties thereon; and for this purpose you must send us an account of the
annual exports and imports of this province, which must make a number in
your packet.
49.    Mr. Plaisted4 in his second survey to the southward of Chittagong,
discovered a harbour for shipping, of which he sent a plan, and in his letter
of the 1st June 1761, he writes he was to make another survey, but from that
time no mention is made of it,   We would have the survey made as correct